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BY HAND: THE ART AND POLITICS OF CRAFT 
 
Dr. Danille Elise Christensen 
A202: U.S. Arts and Media/F252: Folklore and the Humanities 
Spring 2010, sections 10622/27002 
T/Th 9:30-10:45 Ballantine 140 
 
OFFICE:  Ashton-Weatherly 306 
OFFICE HOURS: Friday 9-11 am, and by appointment   
EMAIL: dec9@indiana.edu (If you need to email me, please do so before 7 pm. I’ll 
try to respond quickly, but can’t guarantee a response in less than 24 hours.)  

 
This course takes one cultural category—‘the handmade’—as its focus and suggests how handcrafted and 
independently produced items are used to assert the value of people, roles, and ideas. Those who champion 
handcrafted material culture often do so in order to advance different, even conflicting, social and political 
goals. We’ll look at how handicraft has been promoted as a form of aesthetic authenticity, employed as a 
marker of self-sufficiency, and advanced in terms of ethical stewardships. As we explore how originality and 
tradition, salvage and productivity fit into talk about American culture and character, we’ll also consider how 
new technologies and virtual creations engage these issues and arguments. 
 
GOALS: By the end of the semester you should be able to 

1) explain how “art,” “craft,” “hobby,” “labor,” and “object” have been conceptualized in the United States 
2) analyze the implications of these classifications with regard to ethnicity, gender, class, and other forms 

of social differentiation/negotiations of power   
3) recognize recurrent ideologies (sets of beliefs and assumptions) in U.S. history and social life 
4) connect past issues and events to contemporary concerns and experiences 
5) explore the aesthetic and technical dimensions of objects and processes by producing a material artifact 

using a new hands-on skill 
6) summarize accurately, cite relevant research, monitor experiential learning, and present findings using 

effective verbal and visual means, including a traditional research paper and an online blog. 
  
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS (available at the IMU Bookstore and TIS Books, among other sites): 

1) Levine, Faythe, and Cortney Heimerl, Handmade Nation: The Rise of DIY, Art, Craft, and Design. New 
York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2008. 

2) Shell, Ellen Ruppel, Cheap: The High Cost of Discount Culture. New York: Penguin, 2009. 
3) Kingsolver, Barbara. Animal, Vegetable, Miracle. New York: Harper Perennial, 2008.  
4) Additional Readings (online). Posted in the Resources section of our Oncourse site. Please print all 

online readings and bring them to class on the day they’re due. 
 
CLASSROOM CLIMATE: Learning to express one’s ideas is a vital part of educated citizenship. Our classroom can 
be a safe space characterized by an open, engaged, and supportive environment. In pursuit of this goal, I’ll treat 
each of you with the courtesy that I expect from you. This includes being on time for class, coming prepared to 
participate, speaking respectfully to others, and listening to new or different perspectives. We will not 
discriminate against or criticize each other based on gender, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, disability, or any 
other factor. Behavior that violates this classroom climate policy will not be tolerated. 
 
CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL TECHNOLOGIES: Because your full participation is required for your success in 
this course, the distracting conveniences of modern communication are generally off limits during class time. 

mailto:dec9@indiana.edu�
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Please turn off electronic devices before you enter the classroom. Never answer or place a call or send a text 
message in class. (If you have a serious reason for needing phone or laptop access, please talk to me.) 
 
USING ONCOURSE: If you’re not familiar with Oncourse, IU’s online instructional platform, please explore it 
immediately. You’ll also need to make yourself “visible” so that classmates can send you email messages (this 
will be useful for study and for group work). Go to Oncourse (oncourse.iu.edu) and click on “My Workspace” (to 
the far left of the screen, along the top). If you haven’t already done so, follow the instructions to create your 
profile. Then go to “Preferences” (on the sidebar) and link to “Privacy Status.” Choose our class from the drop-
down menu and then click the button that says “Make me visible in this site.” 

• Note that if you merely “reply” to a message I’ve sent via Oncourse (but have directed to your email 
inbox), your reply will be sent to “postmaster” (no one knows who this is) and get lost in The Ether. 
Instead, reply to my messages by using the message’s link to the Oncourse Message Tool. 

 
ATTENDANCE 

 
ATTENDANCE:  Absences, excessive or consistent tardiness (or early departures), and lack of quality contributions 
to class will affect your participation grade (see below). Because I factor three (3) absences into the course, 
there is no need to show me a doctor’s note or other documentation (but see late work policy, below).* You’re 
free to “use” your absences as you see fit, but I recommend saving at least two for unforeseen emergencies. 
Each absence after 3 will lower your FINAL course grade by 1/3 of a letter (e.g., A-=>B+). In the event of 
emergency/serious illness, please keep in touch by email. Extended serious illness usually requires taking a 
Medical Withdrawal from the course. 
*Three exceptions to this attendance policy:  

• Religious holidays: to request accommodation for a religious holiday, see 
www.indiana.edu/~deanfac/download/rel_obs.html#holreq. The appropriate form must be completed 
and submitted to me for approval by the end of week 1.  

• Athletes: Intercollegiate athletes must present official verification of their status and discuss their 
season schedules with me by the end of week 1.  

• H1N1: This is the height of flu season, and H1N1 (“swine”) flu presents a serious risk this year. Please 
take precautions to keep yourself healthy: eat well, get enough rest, try to manage your stress, avoid 
touching your eyes and mouth, and wash your hands often. Your attendance in class is very important, 
but if you begin to have flu-like symptoms (such as a fever of 100 degrees or higher associated with a 
sore throat and cough), follow the advice of physicians and health officials. If that means staying home 
and missing class, that is what you should do until you have recovered; if you need to miss more than 3 
consecutive days, we’ll find a way for you to make up work. (Again, you should save your excused 
absences for emergencies like H1N1.) For more information, see www.iub.edu/~prepare/flu.shtml. If 
class is interrupted, either because I am sick or because many students in the class are sick, I will contact 
you directly via e-mail and also post an announcement to the class Oncourse site. Then I’ll continue to 
work through the syllabus as planned, but will post short writing assignments on Oncourse instead of 
holding class; your responses will comprise your participation and readiness grades during the 
interrupted period. You’ll have one week to respond to each assignment, unless you yourself are ill (let 
me know ASAP, and we’ll work out an appropriate extension). A final exam will still be held.  

  
GRADE OF INCOMPLETE 
A grade of incomplete will not be given except under extraordinary circumstances. If such circumstances arise, 
contact me immediately to discuss the issue and to learn about procedures for requesting an incomplete. 
Approval of an incomplete is not automatic upon initiating a request. Documentation of the extraordinary 
circumstances and a plan for completing the course requirements must be detailed in writing; the request will 
then be reviewed. Take note of the University policy regarding absence from class late in the semester 

http://www.indiana.edu/~deanfac/download/rel_obs.html#holreq�
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(Bulletin/Schedule of Courses, p.28): “Failure to complete a course without an authorized withdrawal will result 
in the grade of F.” 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 

(Check Oncourse Assignments for more specific guidelines and grading rubrics) 
 
PARTICIPATION: [150 points; 15% of overall grade] Consistent, substantive, and constructive contributions to 
class discussion are expected—and really, they make the class more pleasant. Your participation grade will be 
based on your attendance, on how involved you are in classroom work, on how regularly you are prepared to 
speak, and on the quality of what you say when you do choose to speak. Only positive class participation—
participation that engages in and sparks a meaningful dialogue about some aspect of the session’s reading—will 
be rewarded with a good grade. Thus, I expect you to come to class prepared to ask questions, share ideas, and 
make connections. And be sure to listen to one another.  
 Acceptable participation (an average [i.e., C] grade) means that you speak in every class, at least once, 
and that you are regularly on-task during group work. Superior participation happens when students speak often 
and add a great deal to the conversation and to collaborative projects. If you do not speak regularly and usefully 
in class, you cannot get higher than a B in the course. 
 
READINESS RESPONSES. [15@ 10 points; 15% of overall grade] Class discussion should not be your first exposure 
to class readings. Please review the study guides (available in Resources=>Study Guides) before you start 
reading, and take notes as you read. Then, before most class periods, you’ll submit a readiness response online 
(exceptions are marked in the syllabus). Readiness Response Questions (RRQs) will be posted as online quizzes 
available through the Oncourse Original Test and Survey Tool.  These 5-question quizzes will be straightforward 
if you’ve done the reading and made good use of the study guides. An RRQ will “open” at 7 am the day before 
it’s listed in the syllabus, and “close” at 7 am on the day it’s due; you’ll have 30 minutes to complete each 
quiz. In practice, this means most of you will choose to complete RRQs the night before we meet for class. 
Readiness responses submitted in advance of class meetings aim to 1) encourage your thoughtful participation, 
and 2) allow me to address misunderstandings and incorporate your ideas during class. RRQs cannot be made up 
or turned in late, so I’ll drop three (3) readiness responses in order to account for absence. (And I’ll drop an 
extra two, just for fun.) 

 
BY HAND PROJECT. [250 points; 25%] This is a course about making things, so plan to get your hands dirty. Early 
in the semester, choose a material skill you’d like to learn: cooking, tatting, gardening, auto repair, pottery, 
quilting, plumbing, mushroom hunting, crochet, flower arranging, clothing manufacture, felting, cake 
decorating, papermaking: the options are wide open. Whatever you choose, your project must: 1) result in some 
sort of tangible product, 2) be something you don’t already know how to do, 3) be part of a long-term process 
(i.e., something you work on throughout the semester).   
 As you’re considering project options, you’ll need to figure out how you want to learn your new skill. 
You can ask a friend or acquaintance to teach you. You can check out books from the library (the public library is 
an especially good up-to-date resource for DIY books). You can take a class from a local business, such as Yarns 
Unlimited. Or you can sign up to participate in a community workshop (for instance, the City of Bloomington’s 
“People’s University” is offering a $10 January workshop on making fishing lures from household products, an $8 
February workshop on Brazilian cooking, an $8 February class on “starting” seeds indoors, and a $7 April 
workshop on food preservation). Some of you will want to try more than one option. Useful links to help you get 
started are available at Oncourse=>Resources. 
 Finally, you must keep a blog that documents your “by-hand” experience. Plan to spend at least 30 
minutes each week posting reflections and photos that document your learning and production process. 
Suggestions for blog topics will be shared during our blog workshop (which will also go over the basics of setting 
up a blog); in addition to “how-to” demonstrations and updates on your successes (and possible failures), you’ll 
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respond to questions such as “How did you choose this by-hand project, and why?” “Does the format of 
instruction make a difference?” “What aesthetic choices have you made during the process, and why?” and 
“What have you learned that you didn’t expect to discover?” You’ll also be expected to comment on the blogs of 
class members (links to student blogs will be listed on the class blog, available at 
http://a202byhand.blogspot.com/; you can also link to the class blog from the left-hand menu of our Oncourse 
site). Near the end of the semester, you’ll formally present your blog (and examples of your craft work) to the 
class. I’ll take into account aesthetics, creativity, thoughtfulness, and consistency when I evaluate your blogs. 
More specific guidelines and project due dates are available in Oncourse=>Assignments.  
 
ARTSWEEK EVENT RESPONSE. [50 points; 5%] This year, Bloomington’s ArtsWeek will center on the theme “Arts 
and the Environment.” Several of the events planned for this week are directly relevant to our course topics, so 
plan now to attend ONE of the three events—a panel discussion on “green” art, an exhibit of work by artists 
from the Miami nation, and a trashion/refashion show—I’ve listed in the assignment guidelines (see 
Oncourse=>Assignments). “Flex time” is built into the syllabus to accommodate the 1.5 hours you must spend at 
your chosen event. If you absolutely cannot attend one of these activities on February 19 or 20, see me ASAP to 
schedule an alternate activity. You’ll write a 500-word response to the event, describing what the event was like, 
what you found interesting/surprising, and (most importantly) how it connects to concepts and topics we’ve 
talked about (or will cover) in class.   

 
MIDTERM QUIZ.  [50 points; 5%] A midterm quiz will evaluate your understanding of key course concepts, terms, 
and examples. 
 
RESEARCH PROJECT: [250 points; 25%] Throughout the semester, you’ll work on a research-based paper that 
analyzes a ‘handmade’ phenomenon of your choice by integrating multiple scholarly voices (including your 
own). You may study anything from third-wave embroidery to green art, consumer-produced advertisements to 
video mashups, World War II victory gardens to the history of home improvement, as long as you analyze the 
values and ideologies associated with these hands-on practices. This research project will require a proposal and 
an annotated bibliography, and it will culminate in a presentation of your conclusions to the class. More details 
are listed in Oncourse=>Assignments. 
 
FINAL EXAM.  [100 points; 10%] A final exam will evaluate your understanding of key course concepts, terms, and 
examples.  

WRITTEN WORK 
 

GENERAL GUIDELINES: Writing always counts. This means your papers should be free of spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation errors. All papers not spellchecked—i.e., with simple misspellings—will be marked down an entire 
grade (from an “A” to a “B”). However, you should proofread carefully and not rely solely on your computer’s 
spell-check tool. Quote sparingly, since I want to see that you can explain an author’s ideas in your own words. 
Whenever you paraphrase or quote directly, you must cite your sources (and provide page numbers for 
quotations). Finally, take care to address each component of the assignment, set up the context for your 
argument, and provide detailed examples to illustrate your points.  

 
FORMAT FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS: Please use the following common format for all written work in this class. 
Papers that deviate from this format will automatically lose a full letter grade. 

• Typeface: Use Times New Roman or Calibri, 12 point font. 
• Margins: One inch on all sides. 
• Quotations: Any material that you use verbatim from other sources must be placed between quotation 

marks and properly cited in Chicago style. Please also use proper documentation style when 
paraphrasing sources. See http://www.indiana.edu/~citing/Chicago.pdf for a style guide. 

http://a202byhand.blogspot.com/�
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• Page numbering: Each page should have a page number. 
• Identifying information: Include your name and e-mail address, the title of your assignment, and the 

date at the top of every paper (single-spaced). 
• Staple assignments that run to more than one page. 
 

ACADEMIC AND PERSONAL MISCONDUCT: Every student will be treated equally according to the policies of this 
course and Indiana University. I encourage studying and working together; however, you must complete all 
written assignments and exams using your individual effort (I will not tolerate copying, cheating, or plagiarism. 
This includes cutting and pasting information from the Internet). You MUST give credit (by using quotation 
marks and/or citing sources) whenever you: 
 a. Quote another person's actual words, either oral or written; 
 b. Paraphrase/summarize another person's words, either oral or written; 
 c. Use another person's idea, opinion, or theory; or 
 d. Borrow facts/statistics/other illustrative material, unless the information is common knowledge. 
All students should review the Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct 
(http://www.dsa.indiana.edu/Code/), which explains in detail the University's expectations about plagiarism, 
cheating, and appropriate academic and personal conduct. If necessary, please ask me for clarification about 
plagiarism or course policies before you hand in written work. I am obligated by the University to report 
academic and/or personal actions that may be deemed misconduct under the provisions of this code. 
Consequences for cheating and plagiarism can include failing the class.  

 
GRADING 

Final course grades are determined on the basis of a cumulative point system (max 1000 points).  
  

Assignment Percent of Course Total Points 
 
Concept Mastery 

Readiness responses 
Midterm quiz 
Final exam 

 
 
15% 
   5% 
10% 

 
  
150 
  50 
100 

    
Research and Analysis   

ArtsWeek response 
By-hand project and blog 

   5% 
 25% 

  50 
250 

Research project (proposal, annotated 
bibliography, and analytical paper) 

 25% 250 

 
Participation 

Discussion and in-class activities 

 
 
   15% 

 
  
150 

  
Total 

 
100% 

 
1000 

 
GRADING DISTRIBUTION: 98-100% (A+), 94-97 (A), 90-93 (A-), 88-89 (B+), 84-87 (B), 80-83 (B-),  
78-79 (C+), 74-77 (C), 70-73 (C-), 68-69 (D+), 64-67 (D), 60-63 (D-), 59 or below (F) 
 
DUE DATES AND LATE WORK: All written assignments are due during class on the date specified on the syllabus. 
An assignment turned in any time after the end of class on the due date, or any time the next day, will be 
considered one day late and will be assessed a 10% penalty. The 10% penalty will continue to be applied for 
each additional day the assignment is late.  

http://www.dsa.indiana.edu/Code/�
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 If you must miss class and an assignment is due, make arrangements to turn it in early (contact me in 
advance about how to submit early work). I do not accept work submitted by email. It is your responsibility to 
keep a copy of each assignment in case the original is misplaced; I cannot be responsible for missing 
assignments, which will be subject to the late penalty. You will receive no penalty for work due on a day for 
which you have a legitimate and documented unforeseen absence. It is your responsibility to provide this 
documentation within three days of the missed class period. If you do not meet this deadline, late work will not 
be excused. Readiness responses and exams may not be made up or taken early.   
 
GRADE APPEALS 
You may appeal any grade, but must wait at least overnight after receiving the grade to schedule an 
appointment for a grade appeal. Please use that time to review my critique and formulate a logical argument 
for appeal. Your appeal must be written, with the assignment or exam and my evaluation attached to the 
written appeal. These materials must be provided to me at least one day before the grade appeal meeting. 
Grade appeals must be made within one week of receiving the grade. You are responsible for following all 
instructions for assignments, including those provided in paper, electronic, and oral form. 
  
POSTING OF GRADES 
Indiana University complies with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, which provides for the 
protection of your personal records, including grade information. I will provide grade information in a secure 
format using the Oncourse gradebook, but grades will not be given out over the phone, mailed early, or 
distributed to your personal email account. Early access to final grades will be available in OneStart 
(onestart.iu.edu) as they are posted to your record.  
 

ASSISTANCE 
 
TIME MANAGEMENT: In general, university students who want an average grade should plan to spend two (2) 
hours per credit hour per week on homework (i.e., 6 hours a week for a three-credit course). It’s imperative that 
you keep up with your work and budget your time carefully. The course schedule, below, indicates when 
readings and assignments are due and when exams will be given. Some weeks will be more demanding than 
others, so be sure to plan ahead! 

 
TUTORIAL SERVICES: Take advantage of IU’s academic resources. Writing Tutorial Services offers help with all 
stages of the writing process at several centers across campus, including the Wells Library and Ballantine Hall 
206. To request an appointment, call 855-6738 in advance. You can find out more about Writing Tutorial 
Services from its web site, www.indiana.edu/~wts. 
 Staff at the Academic Support Centers in Briscoe, Forest, and Teter residence halls can offer help with 
time management, study skills, textbook reading, test preparation, writing, and other related areas. The ASCs 
are open daily for study groups, meetings, and advising. Contact any Student Academic Center for hours and 
availability (855-6931 or www.indiana.edu/~acadsupp/ASChome.shtml). 

 
ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS: Students with special needs related to physical impairment, a learning disability, 
or other circumstances should contact the Office of Disability Services for Students (006 Franklin Hall, 812-855-
7578, www.indiana.edu/~iubdss/) as soon as possible to establish your eligibility for appropriate arrangements 
or modifications. This office offers a wide range of services and can explain what kinds of alternative 
arrangements are available including notetakers, test accommodations, and counseling on effective learning 
strategies. 
 
 QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS: Many students find that meeting with me one-on-one helps them generate ideas and 
clarify requirements. Please email me at dec9@indiana.edu in order to schedule an appointment.  

http://onestart.iu.edu/�
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A202/F252, By Hand: The Art and Politics of Craft 
Spring 2010 Course Schedule  

 
(readings preceded by a number are posted online in Oncourse Resources) 

 
Date Topics Readings and Assignments Due 

 
Art/ist? Craft/ster? 

Attitudes, Definitions, Motivations 
 

T  1/12 1A. Class introduction 
• Glas, Bert Haanstra 

Course Guidelines and Schedule 

Th  1/14 
 

1B. Why make things? 
• artist motivations 
• scholarly 

approaches 

 1B.1 Jones, “Why Make (Folk) Art?” 
 1B.2 Babcock, “Artifact” 
 Readiness response: access RRQ1B from the Oncourse Test and 

Survey Tool; you’ll have 20 minutes to complete the 5 questions. 
Submit your answer before 7am today. All RRQ responses for 
the rest of the semester will be administered this way. 

T 1/19 2A. Contemporary craft 
networks 
• Meet in BH308 

computer lab 

 Levine, Handmade Nation (pp. 1-85) 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ2A before 7 am today. 
 In class: blog workshop 

Th 1/21 2B. Contemporary craft 
activism 
• Riding the Third 

Wave 

 Levine, Handmade Nation (pp. 87-155) 
 2B.1 hooks, “Talking Back” 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ2B before 7 am today. 

T 1/26 3A. “Art” vs. ”Craft”  3A.1 Pocius, “Art” 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ3A before 7 am today. 

Th 1/28  3B. Craft and self-
determination 

 3B.1 Atkinson, “Do-It-Yourself: Democracy and Design” 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ3B before 7 am today. 

 
Crafting the Nation: A Short History of the United States, By Hand 

 
T 2/2 4A. Craft in rhetoric: 

“Homespun” as 
founding narrative 

 4A.1 Ulrich, “Introduction: The Age of Homespun” [excerpts]  
(12-30, + notes [419-423]) 

 Readiness response: complete RRQ4A before 7 am today. 
PRINT and BRING TO CLASS (no need to read yet): 

 4A.2 Van Wagenen, excerpts from The Age of Homespun  
Th 2/4 4B. Meanwhile, back at 

the ranch: Craft in 
everyday 19C life 

 4B.1 Gelber, “Crafts, Tools, and Gender in the Nineteenth 
Century” 

 Readiness response: complete RRQ4B before 7 am today 
T 2/9 5A. Arts and Craft 

Movement: Beauty, 
use, and labor in an age 
of industrial production 

 5A.1 Arts and Crafts Movement: Context 
 5A.2 Glassie, “Folk Art” 
 5A.3 Axelrod, “American Folk Crafts” 
 Readiness response: complete a timeline that puts the figures 

(people), ideas, and movements we’ve discussed so far in 
chronological order. Bring this to class, in hard copy. 
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Th 2/11 
 

5B. Cultural 
interventions: 
Handicraft and 
economic development 

 5B.1 Graham, “The Fireside Industries of Kentucky” 
 5B.2 Briggs, “Mexicano Artists” 
 5B.3 Utne Reader, “The Handmade Solution” 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ5B before 7 am today 

T 2/16 6A. Flex day: no class 
 

 Use this time to start on your research project. Don’t forget to 
plan for the ArtsWeek event you’ll attend on Friday or Saturday. 

Th 2/18 
 

6B. Research Project 
brainstorming 
 
 

 Readiness response: Come up with a list of 2-3 potential topics 
for your research project, and why each is interesting to you. If 
you need inspiration, review the syllabus, the assignment, your 
notes, and study questions; feel free to look ahead at course 
readings, too. Bring a hard copy of this list to class today and be 
prepared to talk about your ideas.   

T 2/23 7A. Craft and cultural 
revival 

 7A.1 Fauntleroy, “Tradition! Arts and Crafts Revived” 
 7A.2 Glassie, “Acoma” 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ7A before 7 am today 

Th  2/25 7B. Midterm review  Due: ArtsWeek response. Bring hard copy to class. 
T 3/2 8A. Midterm Quiz 

 
In Search of Self-Sufficiency: Making Do in America 

Th 3/4 8B. Yankee frugality: 
Industry and thrift in 
the U.S.A. 

 8B.1 Ulrich, excerpt on Industry/Indolence 
 8B.2 Lawrence, “Making Do: The Aesthetics of Frugality” 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ8B before 7 am today 

T 3/9 9A. Worthwhile 
hobbies: Productivity 
and sanity on a 
shoestring  

 9A.1 Gelber, “Home Crafts in Hard Times” 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ9A before 7 am today 

Th 3/11 9B. Flex day: no class  Due: Proposal/annotated Bibliography. Submit via Oncourse 
Assignments by 12 midnight tonight. 

March 13-20: Spring break 
T 3/23 10A. “A Penny Saved . . 

. “: U.S. investments in 
cheap goods 

 Shell, Cheap. Note to readers, Introduction, and Chs. 1-2 (pp. 
xxiii-54) 

 Readiness response: complete RRQ10A before 7 am today 
Th 3/25 10B. Crafting 

convenience 
 Shell, Cheap, Ch. 6: “Death of a Craftsman” (pp. 125-48) 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ10B before 7 am today 

T 3/30 11A. Global 
manufacture: 
Sweatshops and other 
sites of labor 

 Shell, Cheap, Chs. 9-10 (pp. 188-207) 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ11A before 7 am today 
 Guest: Mary Embry, Fair Trade Bloomington 

Th 4/1 11B. Research Paper Workshop: bring finished draft to class 

 
Grow Your Own: Food Production and Preservation 

 
T 4/6 12A. Who made that? 

Pinpointing production 
 Shell, Cheap, Ch. 8: “Cheap Eats” (pp. 163-87) 
 Kingsolver, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, Chs. 1-2 (1-42) 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ12A before 7 am today 



9 A202/F252, By Hand: The Art and Politics of Craft, Christensen, Spring 2010 

 

Th 4/8 
 

12B. Locality, diversity: 
Conserving heirlooms 

 Kingsolver, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, Chs. 3-7 (pp. 43-110) 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ12A before 7 am today 
 Guest: Paula Cotner, “Morel Mushroom Hunting” 

T  4/13 13A. Manual labor: 
Aesthetics and process 

 Kingsolver, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, Chs. 8-12 (pp. 111-95) 
 Readiness response: complete RRQ13A before 7 am today 

Th  4/15 
 

13B. Harvesting: 
Celebrating food 
security 

 Kingsolver, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, Chs. 13-14, 16-20 (skip 
ch. 15, skim ch. 19) 

 Readiness response: complete RRQ13B before 7 am today 
 Guest: Jessica Williams, “Hoosier Hills Food Bank Garden and 

Gleaning Programs” 
T 4/20 14A. Student presentations 

Th 4/22 14B. Student presentations 

 4/27 15A. Student presentations 

Th 4/29 15B. Wrapping up: 
Technologies manual, 
industrial, digital 

Readings to be determined 

Final exam: 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m., Tuesday, May 4 

NOTE: In order to meet the needs of class members and course objectives, this syllabus may be subject to 
change; I will make every effort to inform you well in advance of any alterations. However, you are 
responsible for any and all additional course information provided in class sessions throughout the 
semester, regardless of tardiness or absence.  

It is understood that by having received this course syllabus and attended class beyond the first two 
meetings of the term, you have reviewed the requirements and policies of this class, understand them, and 
accept them.  


